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Welcome to the 24th Annual UCF College of Business Hall of 
Fame. Why the Raiders of the Lost Ark theme you ask? It’s easy 
to forget in all of that adventure that Indy is first and foremost a 
faculty member. And like Indy, many of our faculty help students 
set out on an adventure of a lifetime.

So, tonight, in addition to celebrating the incredible journeys of 
some of our most distinguished alumni, we will be featuring a 
few of our faculty who are working to solve today’s most import-
ant business mysteries and preparing students for the future 
that lies ahead. From our Emcee Christopher Leo, D.B.A.,  
(Department of Management) to our very own Indiana Jones 

– Ray Eddy, Ph.D., (Integrated Business) faculty will be center stage. And while they
might not be archaeologists, you’ll see how the research interests of Eddy, Shannon
Taylor, Ph.D. (Department of Management) and Yael Zemack-Rugar, Ph.D. (Department
of Marketing) are helping to shape the business world.

As always, we will also highlight the incredible journeys of tonight’s inductees: Russell 
Goldberg ’89, Charlie Lousignont ’81 and Eva Tukdarian ’90 ’91 and recognize Mark 
Plaumann ’74 ’79 for his longtime commitment to UCF and our Business Knights. Each 
of these alumni are authentic leaders and problem solvers who are committed to  
positively impacting their communities.

I may be biased but I believe tonight’s awardees chose wisely when they decided to 
come to UCF to pursue their business education and again when they invested their 
time, talent and treasure back into their alma mater. We’re not saying we’re the Holy 
Grail of business schools, but an event like tonight shows our graduates are well on their 
way to becoming the leading voices in their respective fields. We’re so fortunate to honor 
alumni who, years after graduation, still find a way to impact and connect with our  
students. Once a Knight, always a Knight. 

I’d like to give a special thanks to our presenting sponsor Withum for being a dedicated 
partner and supporter of all we do in the college. From the Withum Learning Lab to the 
Hall of Fame, Withum helps us provide opportunities for our students to get involved, 
learn and expand their networks.

Tonight, we invite you to network with your fellow Knights, embrace adventure and 
celebrate our Business Knights!

Charge On,
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Paul Jarley, Ph.D.
Dean, UCF College of Business



1999
James S. Hunt ’77
Douglas F. Long ’82
Craig S. Miller ’74
Blaine Sweat, III ’76
Al Weiss ’76

2000
R. Todd Bowers ’77
J. Kenneth Bryant ’77
Les W. Eiserman ’81 ’82
James W. Ferrell ’80
R. Glenn Hubbard ’79
Gerald R. McGratty ’71 ’72

2001
Scott Bell ’83
John J. Carelli ’75
Lawrence J. Chastang ’80
Roy H. Davidson ’77
Ivan Lefkowitz ’73
Rocky Santomassino ’79

2002
Olga M. Calvet ’71
Robert B. Case ’70
Joseph Durek ’78
William A. Long Jr. ’73

2003
N. Lois Adams ’85
Harold “Hal” Downing ’76
Laurette T. Koellner ’77
Louis F. Lentine ’93
Palmer Barton Weeks, Jr.  
 ’83 ’84

2004
G. Thomas Bland, Jr. ’75 ’79
Andrew J. Fore, III ’76 ’83
Paul Gregg ’74 ’76
Nan B. McCormick ’83

2005
Kathy Assaf ’70
Jim D. Atchison ’92
Ward Curtis, Jr. ’73 ’77
Kenneth G. Dixon ’75
Andrew B. Titen ’75

2006
Stanley C. Horton ’73
Thomas Messina ’84
Paul Ryan ’83
Theresa Schefstad ’80

2007
Jim G. Balaschak ’86 ’92
Richard O. Baldwin ’80
W.H. “Hank” Crouse ’71
Steve Felkowitz ’79
Mike McArdle ’87
Jeff McFadden

2008
Alan C. Charron ’84
Melanie Fernandez ’86 ’91
Micky Grindstaff, Esq. ’78
Alex Martins ’01
Mark L. Plaumann ’74 ’79
John D. VanderWerf ’77

2009
Anthony Connelly ’87
Donald J. “D.J.” Gannon ’89
Maureen Walker ’81

2010
George F. Gramatikas ’04
Jeff B. Lagos ’89
Jeff J. Lehman ’78 ’80

2011
Karen Hackett ’82
Mary Stone ’74 ’75
Anthony Thornton ’94

2012
Merrell Bailey, Esq. ’85 ’89 
’01 ’07
Jonathan Kennedy ’94 ’96
Brian Wheeler ‘95

2014
The Hon. Kenneth W.   
 Bradley ’85
Rasesh Thakkar ’84
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2015
Therese Gearhart ’85
Mitch Less ’86
John Schmid ’92

2016
Carrie Callahan ’92
Carrie Hall ’86
Larry Tobin ’83

2017
Sonya Dixon ’96 ’98
Michael O’Donnell ’09
Antonio “Tony” Moreno, Jr. ’91

2018
Dawn Olivardia ’89 ’90
Terry McNew ’86
Sheila B. Jordan ’86

2019
Jessica L. Blume ’80
Clint Bullock ’95
Rick Cardenas ’92

2020 
Woody Walker ’92 ’94
Justin Wetherill ’07
Brian Wright ’06

2022  
Glenn A. Dial ’88
Inez Long ’98 MBA
Barry Miller ’95

2023  
Jim Adamczyk ’02 ’04 MBA
Cary D’Ortona ’00 ’01 MSA
John Gill ’86



LOST ARK GREENS
Mixed La Rosa greens, marinated hearts of palm 

and English cucumbers 
Served with chipotle lime vinaigrette & peppercorn ranch

FORTUNE AND GLORY FILET 
& SANKARA STONE SEA BASS

Peppercorn crusted filet of beef and Chilean seabass, Shiitake 
and Chanterelle mushrooms in a Cabernet reduction 

Served with herbed risotto, grilled asparagus and baby carrots

DIAL OF DESTINY DESSERT

Chocolate mousse cake with mixed berries 

THEATER CONCESSIONS

Freshly brewed gourmet regular and decaffeinated  
coffees and tea

FEATURED AT THE BAR

Tito’s Fountain of Youth
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Welcome.....................................................Master of Ceremonies Christopher Leo, D.B.A. 
Associate Lecturer, Department of Management

Presenting Sponsor............................................................Peter Hilera ’92, Partner, Withum

The Adventure Begins............................................................................Dr. Michael D. Johnson 
Provost and Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs

Welcome...............................................Paul Jarley, Ph.D., Dean, UCF College of Business

Legendary Knight Award.....................................................................Mark Plaumann ’74 ’79 

Partnership Award..........................................................................................................BNY Mellon

Honorable Knight Awards.............................Sara Bernard ’00, Derek De Salvia ’03 ’11,  
Paul Hagge ’99 ’00

Interview Host.......................................Tiffany Hughes, COO, UCF College of Business

Hall of Fame Induction..............................................................................Russell Goldberg ’89

Entrepreneurial Alumni Awards...Justin Buzzi ’13, Adam LZ ’16, Jeff Stafford ’04

Hall of Fame Induction.............................................................................Eva Tukdarian ’90 ’91

Notable Knight Award.....................................................................................Victor Almeda ’19 

Hall of Fame Induction...........................................................................Charlie Lousignont ’81
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The Partnership Award recognizes organizations that have initiated a successful 

partnership with, or on behalf of, the UCF College of Business, resulting in  

the advancement of the college’s academic offerings or public outreach.  

BNY MELLON embodies the spirit of collaboration and is recognized for its 

initiative, leadership and involvement in the betterment of business education.

Mark L. Plaumann ’74 ’79 MBA  is the

Managing Member of Greyhawke Capital Advisors, 

which he co-founded in 1998. The two-time Knight, 

who was inducted into the College of Business Hall of 

Fame in 2008, was an academic superstar as a 

student, finishing a two-year college degree while still 

in high school and earning his bachelor’s degree after 

just one year at UCF, then FTU. He went on to earn 

his MBA. He and his wife, Marilyn E. Wilson, have 

given back to the university for more than 30 years — supporting a wide range 

of initiatives, many with a focus on College of Business programs like Investors in 

Entrepreneurship and the Center for Entrepreneurial Leadership. In 2021, the  

couple donated $1 million to an endowed scholarship fund for first-generation 

college students. He also serves on the UCF Foundation Board and the Dean’s 

Advisory Board for the College of Business.

The Legendary Knight Award recognizes outstanding contributions that will transform 
teaching, research and learning through extraordinary philanthropy and commitment 
to the College of Business. This award is open to the entire College of Business commu-
nity, including alumni, friends and corporate and foundation partners.
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Russell Goldberg ’89 is Orlando Partner-in-Charge 
for Withum where he is involved in the firm’s tech-
nology initiatives and provides tax and consulting 
services for businesses and individual clients. He 
also is a member of the UCF College of Business 
Dean’s Advisory Board and frequently speaks on 
campus along with members of his Withum team. 
In 2019, he was the driving force behind the  
creation of the Withum Learning Lab, where 
students could seek out tutoring services and 
collaborate with fellow accounting majors in the 
Kenneth G. Dixon School of Accounting at UCF. 
The proud UCF alum is a member of the  
American Institute of Certified Public Accountants 

and the Florida Institute of Certified Public Accountants (FICPA). He is a 
board member at the Jewish Pavilion of Central Florida, treasurer of  
Wounded Warrior Outdoors and a past chair of Central Florida Hillel.

The Honorable Knight Awards recognize UCF business alumni with more than 10  
years of experience who have displayed excellence in their respective career paths.

SARA BERNARD ’00 

PARTNER 
HOLLAND & KNIGHT

DEREK DE SALVIA 
’03 ’11

CHIEF CUSTOMER OFFICER & 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT  

HILTON GRAND VACATIONS

PAUL HAGGE  
’99 ’00

TAX MANAGING DIRECTOR  
GRANT THORNTON
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Eva Tukadarian ’90 ’91 is the CFO, Chief  
Investment Officer and Treasurer for Dr. Phillips 
Charities, comprised of Dr. Phillips, Inc. and The 
Dr. P. Phillips Foundation, which supports  
worthy capital projects and innovative non- 
profit programs in Central Florida. She  
oversees all aspects of finance, investments,  
human resources and IT systems and has 
helped grow the organization’s assets and, in 
turn, the annual contributions to local non-
profits. An avid volunteer, the two-time Knight 
serves as a Board Member and Treasurer of the 
UCF Foundation Board, participating on the 
Executive, Finance & Facilities, Audit and Invest-

ment committees. Previously, she worked for The Walt Disney Company. 
Tukdarian has bachelor’s and master’s degrees in accounting from UCF.

JUSTIN BUZZI ’13 
CEO & FOUNDER  

GET UP AND GO KAYAKING

ADAM LZ ’16 
FOUNDER & OWNER, LZMFG

PROFESSIONAL DRIFTER

JEFF STAFFORD ’04
VICE PRESIDENT, J.D. POWER 
CEO, FISHING AMMO; GOLDEN 
KNIGHTS INVESTMENT GROUP
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The Entrepreneurial Alumni Awards honor UCF business alumni from any discipline 
who exemplify commitment, vision, calculated risk-taking and growth potential.  
In their professional career, this person demonstrates perseverance in the face of 

adversity and overcomes obstacles.



Charlie Lousignont ’81 is a Supply Chain  
Management Executive who retired last April 
after 40 years in the foodservice industry. At 
the time of his retirement, he was the Chief 
Supply Chain Officer and Senior VP of Brinker 
International, the owner and operator of Chili’s 
and Maggiano’s restaurants. Lousignont has 
a bachelor’s in finance from UCF and an MBA 
from the University of Miami. He began his 
career at Darden Restaurants (then General 
Mills Restaurant Group) as an accountant. He 
has served as Chief Procurement Officer of PF 
Chang’s, Pei Wei and True Food Kitchen restau-
rants, as well as CSCS, the purchasing co-op for 

Applebee’s and IHOP (Dine Brands). He serves on the Dean’s Advisory 
Board for the Rosen School of Hospitality. He is a founding member  
and officer of the National Restaurant Association Supply Chain  
Management Expert Exchange Group and serves on the advisory board.
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VICTOR ALMEDA ’19   
WARDROBE CONSULTANT, TOM JAMES COMPANY

The Notable Knight Awards recognize alumni who have displayed promise and  
excellence early in their career paths and have less than 10 years of experience.



Addition Financial

ADP

ALDI

Athena Orlando  
  Women’s Leadership

BDO

Blezoo

BNY Mellon

Burr+Forman

CLA

Center for Entrepreneurial  
  Leadership &  
  Blackstone LaunchPad

Center for Risk  
  Management &  
  Insurance Education

Cogent Bank

College of Business  
  Alumni Board

Darden

Deanja Ventures

Debbie ’88 Balaschak &  
  Jim Balaschak ’86 ’92

Department of  
  Economics

Department of Finance

Department of  
  Integrated Business

Department of  
  Management

Department of  
  Marketing

DeSalvia Family &  
  Hilton Grand Vacations

DeVos Sport Business  
  Management

Dr. P. Phillips School of  
  Real Estate

Dr. Phillips Charities

EMBA 2025

Enterprise Mobility

FAIRWINDS

FloGrown

Get Up and Go Kayaking  
  Justin Buzzi ’13

Glenn Dial ’88

Grant Thornton LLP

Holiday Inn Club  
  Vacations

Insight Global

Jeff Stokes ’83

JP Morgan Chase

Kenneth G. Dixon  
  School of Accounting

KPMG

Magnolia Hill Partners

Mark Plaumann ’74 ’79

Merrell Bailey, Esq. ’85  
  ’89 ’01 ’07

MSL CPA & Advisors

Northwestern Mutual

Office of the Dean

Office of Graduate  
  Programs

Office of Professional  
  Development

Paul Gregg ’74 & ’76  
  MSA, CPA

Pi Kappa Alpha

Orlando Business  
  Journal

Robert Tyler Grumbles

Signature Wealth  
  Partners

Stan Horton ’73  &  
  George Gramatikas ’04

The Entreprenuership  
  Club

The Sherwin-Williams  
  Company

The Stafford Family

Tito’s

TPx

UCF Advancement

UCF Advancement/ 
  College of Business

UCF Black Faculty &  
  Staff Association

UCF Foundation

UCF Office of the  
  President

Urban Nooks at  
  Compass

Verizon

Vivint

Withum

Wells Fargo

Your Caring Law Firm

Zach Hoffman / Exults
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Preparing Knights  
to lead the charge  
on tomorrow’s  
business decisions.

withum.com

Congratulations!
Russell Goldberg ‘89 for being 
inducted into the 2024 UCF College 
of Business Hall of Fame.

http://www.withum.com


Preparing Knights  
to lead the charge  
on tomorrow’s  
business decisions.

withum.com

Congratulations!
Russell Goldberg ‘89 for being 
inducted into the 2024 UCF College 
of Business Hall of Fame.



14

OH, WHAT 
A KNIGHT.

9939 Universal Blvd., Orlando, FL 32819

No Resort Fee • Free In-Room Wi-Fi • RFID Locks

To continue the celebration, visit  
RosenShingleCreek.com/specials or 
call 866-996-6338 for more info.

ROSEN SHINGLE CREEK IS PROUD TO 

HOST TONIGHT’S INDUCTEES AND 

HONOREES TO THE UCF COLLEGE OF 

BUSINESS HALL OF FAME.
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CONGRATULATIONS

2024 UCF College of Business
Hall of Fame Inductee 

RUSSELL
GOLDBERG ’89



Congratulations to Our Brother  
2024 College of Business Hall of Fame  
Inductee Charlie Lousignont ,81

Gain advanced business skills to identify risks, analyze data, make  
informed decisions and create value for your organization. 
Designed for working professionals, the MBA RMI teaches students the fundamental  
principles and skills needed to succeed in the risk management and insurance  
industries, as well as other industries.

•	 Named a top-ranked part-time MBA by U.S. News & World Report

•	 AACSB accreditation

•	 24-month, part-time program with Saturday classes

•	 Cohort format with emphasis on applied learning, teamwork and collaboration

•	 Offered at UCF Daytona Beach Connect Center located at  
Daytona State College

PREPARE TO LEAD
THE UNEXPECTED
UCF MBA RISK MANAGEMENT & INSURANCE 
IN DAYTONAIN DAYTONA STARTING FALL 2024 STARTING FALL 2024

Learn More

B U S I N E SS .U C F. E D U/ M B A R M I - I N F O

The Pik
es

https://business.ucf.edu/mbarmi-info
https://business.ucf.edu/mbarmi-info


FINTECH
FLORIDA’S ONLY MASTER’S IN

•	 Interdisciplinary program with  College of Business 
and College of Engineering & Computer Science

•	 Fully online or on-campus options
•	 AACSB accreditation
•	 STEM designation 

LEARN MORE: BUSINESS.UCF.EDU/FINTECH

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR FALL 2024

https://business.ucf.edu/college/conferences/
https://business.ucf.edu/fintech
https://business.ucf.edu/fintech
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Congratulations
UCF College of Business

2024 Hall of Fame Inductees

Eva Tukdarian  |  ’90, ’91 MBA

Proudly Supporting
UCF College of Business:

where entrepreneurship and
philanthropy meet! 



Not receiving your daily dose of   
business news? Join for free today! 

UCF COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
HALL OF FAME HONOREES

ORLANDO BUSINESS JOURNAL 
IS PROUD  TO PARTNER WITH 

UCF TO SUPPORT YOU.

2024
CONGRATULATIONS

https://www.bizjournals.com/register/orlando?qab=1


https://business.ucf.edu



