
In order to create a WRDS account: 
 
You must go to: http://wrds-web.wharton.upenn.edu/wrds/  and use the "Register for a WRDS 
Account"  (just below the user and password section) Your request will be automatically routed and 
responded to. Once approved, your WRDS account will be active for one year.  
 
A few of the most important points of our WRDS license are quoted below for your brief review.   
 
•You must protect the confidentiality of your WRDS username and password. You may not reveal, 
disclose, transfer or share your username and password with anyone, including without limitation a co-
author or other collaborator.  
 
•User agrees to place the following acknowledgement in all publications or other communications 
prepared using the WRDS services: “Wharton Research Data Services (WRDS) was used in preparing 
___________ [identify research piece]. This service and the data available thereon constitute valuable 
intellectual property and trade secrets of WRDS and/or its third-party suppliers.”  
 
•The WRDS services are for academic and non-commercial research purposes only. Users may not use 
data downloaded from the WRDS database for any non-academic or commercial endeavor.  
 
•Individual WRDS accounts are offered to standing faculty, full-time research staff, currently-enrolled 
Ph.D. students, and full-time Masters Students at Subscriber institutions.  
 
The complete terms of use can be reviewed by logging in to the WRDS website and selecting 
"MyWRDS", then "Terms of Use". 
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